LUMINODYSSEY 2016

ARCTIC PHOTOGRAPHY
WORKSHOP TOUR

22 JUNE – 5 JULY
WITH DAVID BURREN AND
MICHAEL SNEDIC

luminodyssey.com/arctic2016

Join us on this 14-day adventure, travelling
through the Arctic around the archipelago of
Svalbard. We will travel by ship and explore
the coast, attempting to circumnavigate the
island if ice conditions allow.
We will be photographing a broad range of landscapes
(including glaciers, mountains, icebergs, tundra, and
even deserts) but the drawcard for most photographers
is the wildlife. Polar bears, reindeer, foxes, walrus and
other seals, whales, auks, puffins, and many more.
We will have 20 photographers on this expedition,
18 participants being led by two professional nature
photographers and tutors: David Burren and Michael
Snedic.
Photographers of all experience levels are welcome.
David and Michael will be guiding you and supporting
your photography during the expedition. Not just in
taking photographs in the field, but also in reviewing
and refining your photos along the way using software
such as Lightroom.

Iceberg in Liefdefjorden

YOUR
PHOTOGRAPHY
LEADERS
On this expedition you will
have access every day to two
professional nature photographers
and instructors. David and Michael
are there to help you photograph
the stunning scenery and wildlife
we will encounter. We will be
conducting a series of classes
throughout the voyage, as well
as being on-hand throughout the
outings.
As full-time professionals, David
and Michael are both accredited
members of the Australian Institute
of Professional Photographers
(AIPP). As well as being
experienced photographers they’re
both experienced photographic
tutors.

DAVID BURREN AAIPP AAPS

MICHAEL SNEDIC

David has been photographing
nature since the 1970s (and since
2002 professionally). He is an
Adobe Certified Expert, has spent
years teaching Photoshop and
Lightroom at a tertiary level,
and regularly provides tuition to
groups and individuals on technical
subjects as well as the craft of
nature photography.

Michael is an experienced
(19-years) and widely published
wildlife and nature photographer,
writer and tutor. His articles and
images have featured in many
magazines, calendars, diaries,
books, brochures, billboards
and many other publications.
He is the author of two books
on Australian wildlife, and is a
Lowepro Ambassador for Australia.
Michael regularly presents
audio-visual presentations at
photographic organisations, and
has been conducting photography
workshops and tours across
Australia for many years. He also
conducts overseas photography
tours to Africa, Antarctica and now
the Arctic. Michael loves sharing
his photographic knowledge
and passion with workshop
participants, helping them improve
their photographic skills.

David regularly conducts
photographic workshops and tours
to destinations around Australia
and the globe.
Although he’s photographed
on every continent (and taken
photographers to most) the polar
regions are some of his favourites,
and David’s looking forward to
returning to Svalbard!
www.luminodyssey.com

www.michaelsnedic.com

A tiny portion of the cliffs at Alkefjellet, full of nesting Guillemots

ITINERARY
DAY 0 (22 JUNE)
Today you arrive in Longyearbyen, being met at the
airport and transferred to our hotel. The sun won’t set
during the expedition, but you’ll want to avoid jetlag
and get some rest after your long travel to get here. We
will have a short welcome briefing today, but will start
in earnest in the morning.
Signehamna (near the remains of a WWII German naval weather station)

DAY 1
This morning we’ll have our first photography briefings
and warm-up opportunities. We will spend some
of the morning exploring Longyearbyen with a local
guide, and there may be some last-minute shopping
opportunities (as a frontier town there are some serious
outdoors stores here). Also anyone whose flights or
connections were delayed have a chance to catch up
with us today. In the afternoon we board our ship, the
Sea Adventurer operated by Quark Expeditions, and
set sail. The wildlife and scenic opportunities will start
almost immediately!

the sky is clear and blue, sometimes it’s overcast and
grey, sometimes we will see parhelion and “sun-dogs”,
but the sun will never actually set (unless it’s behind a
mountain). You may even end up photographing some
wildlife under a midnight sun. The days will be busy,
often with several off-ship expeditions per day.
We will be conducting a series of group and individual
lessons along the way, including giving you feedback
on your work and guidance in managing your digital
files. We want you to come back with the best images
you can, as well as with new skills.

DAY 13 (5 JULY)
This morning we return to Longyearbyen, transferring
to the airport for our flights home.

DAYS 2-12
Polar bears and a seal kill on the ice near Phippsøya

Our itinerary will be guided by the contraints of
weather and ice, but during our trip we hope to
circumnavigate the islands. The western side is warmed
by the Gulf Stream, but around the eastern side there
is usually a lot more ice (and a higher probability of
seeing more bears). Our ship has an ice rating of 1A
and should be able to explore most areas, but with
expedition travel there are rarely any guarantees.
Our daily itineraries will vary depending on wildlife
sightings and weather. Some of our favourite locations
are highlighted on the map above.
In some areas we will explore the stunning scenery
from aboard the ship, but we will often transfer into the
inflatable Zodiacs to explore bays, islands, icebergs,
and to land at most sites.
There’s a huge range of environments around Svalbard,
and every day will present new subjects. Sometimes
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HEALTH AND FITNESS

OUR SHIP

Anyone in normal good health can join us on this
adventure. There are no special fitness requirements,
although we will be often climbing into and out of the
inflatable Zodiac boats, and walking on shore. Living
on the ship sailing in unfrozen water, the outside
temperatures are sometimes close to freezing. But it is
summer and at times in the sun it can be quite warm.

The Sea Adventurer is a great mid-sized expedition
ship. With an ice class of 1A she can comfortably
manuevre through most ice conditions, giving us a
lot of flexibility in our itinerary. She also has plenty
of vantage points for scenic and wildlife photography
from all around the ship.

The ship has a doctor and basic medical facilities on
board. If you have specific health concerns or dietary
requirements the staff at Peregrine will be able to
advise you. There’s also a gym on board if you feel the
need to get extra workouts. Actually, with the excellent
meals provided on these trips it’s not hard to put
weight on, so some people like this option.
We will be travelling on a ship but while we can
occasionally be exposed to storms and heavy seas,
most of the time the coast and ice provides a lot of
protection. We’re not on the open ocean!

Kittiwakes in front of the Monaco Glacier

Svalbard Poppy in the desert

Sea Adventurer

The ship will also have non-photographer passengers
(she takes up to 117), and while we will be mingling
with them and sharing the ship and the general Arctic
experience, the photographic advice/instruction will be
for our group. On outings we will usually operate as a
group with two Zodiacs, with David in one and Michael
in the other. LuminOdyssey works closely with the
Quark expedition team throughout (and before) the
voyage to optimise operations on both sides to help
everyone.

INCLUSIONS

PRICES

• Photography tuition throughout the expedition.
• Transfers between airport, hotel and ship at
each end of the itinerary.
• One night accommodation (with breakfast) in
Longyearbyen.
• Shipboard accommodation.
• All breakfasts, lunches and dinners onboard.
Coffee, tea, cocoa available around the clock.
• All excursions.
• A pair of waterproof expedition boots on loan
for shore landings.
• A waterproof expedition parka is supplied on
board for you to keep.
• Pre- and post-departure materials.

There are a variety of cabin classes, from triple-berth
cabins up to a selection of twin-share cabin types. As
usual with these ships your choice of berth/cabin type
directly impacts the price of your ticket. But due to
promotional discounts from the ship operator, some of
the higher-class cabins currently have attractive prices.

EXCLUSIONS
• Airfares and other travel expenses to/from
Longyearbyen.
• Meals in Longyearbyen (other than as above).
• Passport/visa expenses.
• Personal/travel insurance coverage.
Peregrine will discuss with you the required
insurance coverage (due to the remoteness of
our destination).
• Onboard bar, laundry, and telecommunications
charges. Limited onboard internet access is
usually available.
• Tips (voluntary) for the crew (suggested US$13$15 per day per person).

Triple-share:

$11,250

Lower Deck:

$10,785

Main Deck (porthole):

$11,720

Main Deck (window):

$14,015

Superior:

$15,120

Deluxe:

$14,550

Suite:

$15,525

The trip is being put together with our partners at
Peregrine Adventures and they take care of the
travel arrangements for us, while we are running the
photography program and will be your local contacts
on the trip.
Travel to/from Longyearbyen is not included. Peregrine
can of course arrange flights and accommodation for
you as part of a package, but you’re free to make other
arrangements.

These prices are in Australian dollars per berth. A 20%
non-refundable deposit is required.
Note that these prices can only be guaranteed for
bookings made before the 27th of November 2015.
We’re expecting to see a price change then due to
exchange rate fluctuations.
To reserve your place, to get onto the waitlist once it’s
booked (there are occasionally cancellations) or just to
ask more questions about the workshop, contact David
or Michael:
David Burren
david@luminodyssey.com OR 0411 471 634
Michael Snedic
info@michaelsnedic.com OR 0408 941 965
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